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Overture: The Italian 
Girl in Algiers 
 

Gioacchino Rossini 
 

Shepherds’ Farewell 
from L’Enfance du 
Christ 
 

Hector Berlioz 
Arr. George Pollen 

Waltz from the Ballet 
Sleeping Beauty 
 

Pyotr Tschaikowsky 

The Christmas Oratorio 
- Sinfonia 
 

Johann Sebastian Bach 

Around the World at 
Christmas Time 
 

Arr. Bruce Chase 

‘Twas the Night Before 
Christmas 

Clement Clarke Moore/ 
William Holcombe 

     Narrator: Andrew Thompson      
 

~~ Interval & Refreshments ~~ 
 
A Boy is Born 
 

William McConnell 

Sleigh Ride 
 

Leroy Anderson 

Christmas at the Movies 
 

Arr. Bob Krogstad 

Christmas Festival 
 

Leroy Anderson 

Carols – We Three Kings, The First Nowell, Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing    
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The Italian Girl in Algiers is 
an operatic dramma giocoso in two acts 
by Gioacchino Rossini (1792 – 1868) and was first 
performed in 1813.  The music is characteristic of 
Rossini's style, remarkable for its fusion of 
sustained, manic energy with elegant, pristine 
melodies.  The opera is notable for Rossini's mixing 
of opera seria style in opera buffa.  The overture is 
widely recorded and performed today, known for its 

distinct opening of slow, quiet pizzicato basses, leading to a sudden loud burst 
of sound from the full orchestra. This "surprise" reflects Rossini's early 
admiration for Joseph Haydn, whose Symphony No. 94 in G major, "The 
Surprise Symphony", is so named for the same shocking, semi-comic affect. 

 

Shepherds’ Farewell is one of the most well-
known movements from Hector Berlioz’s (1803 – 1869) 
oratorio L'enfance du Christ (The Childhood of Christ) 
based on the Holy Family's flight into Egypt. Most of the 
oratorio was composed in 1853 and 1854 and it was first 
performed in Paris in 1854, with Berlioz conducting and 
soloists from the Opéra-Comique. 

 

 

The Christmas Oratorio is by Johann 
Sebastian Bach (1685 – 1750) and was intended for 
performance in church during the Christmas season. 
It was first performed in 1734. The work belongs to 
a group of three oratorios written towards the end 
of Bach's career in 1734 and 1735 for major feasts, 
the others being the Ascension Oratorio and 
the Easter Oratorio.  All parody earlier compositions, 
although the Christmas Oratorio is by far the longest 
and most complex work.  The oratorio is in six 
parts, each part being intended for performance on 
one of the major feast days of the Christmas period 
and using a narrative describing the Christmas 

story. The piece is often presented as a whole or split into two equal parts. The 
total running time for the entire work is nearly three hours.  Tonight we will be 
playing the beautiful ‘Sinfonia’ from Part 2 of the Oratorio.  It is pastoral in 
style and introduces the annunciation to the shepherds. 
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Around the World at Christmas Time is the first of our 
Christmas medleys this evening and features seasonal tunes from different 
countries including O Tannenbaum (Germany), Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
(Poland), What Child is this? (England), O Sanctissima (Italy), The Hanukkah 
Song (Israel), Whence Comes this Rush of Wings? (France) and Go Tell it on 
the Mountain (USA). 

 
A Boy is Born is a rather lovely selection of carols 
arranged especially for the Pelly Concert Orchestra by 
William McConnell, father of Michael (2nd Violin).   
 
William McConnell is a native of Dundee, whose musical 
education began at the age of 9 with fiddle lessons at the 
Dundee School of Music in 1940.  After the war, he 
joined the Royal Marines School of Music, aged 15, 
where he continued his musical education.  He enjoyed a 
full life of music-making in the Royal Marines and on 

retirement in 1979 he joined the staff of The King’s School, Canterbury, where 
he was happily involved with all things musical throughout the school for many 
years.  Now mid way through his 8th decade, he is still enjoying teaching pupils 
of all ages; writing and arranging music for strings, woodwind, orchestras and 
bands.  In his spare time, Bill enjoys restoring stringed instruments and 
walking with his family and dogs in remote North West Scottish Highlands. 
 
Bill enjoys writing for school and amateur orchestras seeing a challenge in 
writing for the available talent.  He wrote ‘A Boy is Born’ especially for the Pelly 
to thank them for many excellent concerts and for the enjoyment given to his 
family (especially Michael).  Carols in this selection include Unto Us a Boy is 
Born, See Amid the Winter’s Snow, The First Nowell, God Rest You Merry 
Gentlemen, Good King Wenceslas, Ding Dong Merrily, Coventry Carol, In Dulci 
Jubilo, and Hark! The Herald Angels Sing. 
 

 
Christmas at the Movies features 
themes from the following Christmas film 
favourites: Miracle on 34th Street, The Polar 
Express, Home Alone, The Nightmare Before 
Christmas and How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas. 
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Andrew Thompson: Our 
Narrator this evening is a former actor 
who spent the best part of thirty years 
in London’s West End with a brief spell 
of 18 months on Broadway working 
alongside Angela Lansbury and Len 
Carriou in Stephen Sondheim’s 
Sweeney Todd (1980). 

Andrew comes from the south of 
England and spent his early career on 

the touring comedy circuit and was invited to appear in "Y" a French Review in 
the Full Parisian Style with the performance artist, Atturo Brachetti at 
London’s Piccadilly Theatre (1983-84).  After a year’s run, he moved 
onwards, appearing in more reviews and musicals including again Sweeney 
Todd once as Toby in the National Theatre Production and some 20 years 
later touring as Sweeney Todd himself, a part he thoroughly enjoyed and 
remains a favourite role.   

Andrew was a chorister as a child, studying with and trained by Gerald 
Vaughan Williams and later he trained for the theatre with Tona De Brett 
through whom he worked with Dennis Quilley in theatre musical 
masterclasses at the R.A.D.A. Andrew has also worked in other media, hosting 
the Miss World contest with Jerry Springer and working with artists such as Bill 
Wyman, Eric Clapton, Jon Bon Jovi, and sports legends such as Shane Warne.  

Andrew retired after a lengthy career and left London to pursue his other 
passion - classical music.   He has been actively studying the oboe with Irene 
Pragnell from the Guildhall School of Music and he has played in masterclasses 
with Andrew Knights.  He performs regularly as both Principal Oboe for the 
Marlborough Concert Orchestra and as a guest principal with local orchestras in 
the Hampshire and Berkshire area. 

This evening Andrew is going to narrate the orchestral setting for the poem, 
"’Twas the Night Before Christmas".  Originally scored for the Philly Pops 
conducted by Peter Nero, the work proved so successful when premiered that 
the score has been a regular favourite with orchestras throughout the world.  
The poem, by Clement Clarke Moore, an American Poet born in New York City 
in 1779-1863, is based on "A visit to St Nicholas" written for his children in 
1822.  Moore passed away in 1863 but his poem "’Twas the Night Before 
Christmas" will live on forever. 

Image © Benjamin Harte 
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Amanda Lake: Leader 
After begging her parents for eighteen months, Amanda  
Lake began learning the violin with Patricia Calnan, at 
the age of four.  Having studied with Marius Bedeschi for 
eight years, she graduated from the Royal College of 
Music with a First in 2007, where she was a scholarship 
student of Dona Lee Croft.  She has since undertaken 
further studies with Levon Chilingirian and Bela Katona.  
 
Amanda has appeared as a soloist with orchestras 
including the New Mozart Orchestra (Vivaldi Spring), 
Camden Chamber Orchestra (Prokofiev Violin Concerto 
No 2, Sibelius Violin Concerto), and the Dal Segno 
Orchestra (Bach Concerto for Two Violins with Gonzalo 
Accosta).  She led the Amadeus Orchestra on tour to 
China in 2009-2010, where she performed Vaughan 
Williams’ The Lark Ascending. As a member of the Alea 
Quartet, Amanda performed at the Purcell Room as part of the Park Lane 
Group’s Maxwell Davies Quartet Cycle in 2009. She has undertaken freelance 
work with the BBC National Orchestra of Wales, the Gulbenkian Orchestra, 
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra and City of London Sinfonia. She has 
recently been accepted on to the London Philharmonic Orchestra’s Foyle Future 
Firsts scheme. 

 
Christopher Braime: Conductor and Musical Director 
 

Christopher was born in Beverley in 1983. He 
was awarded a Foundation Scholarship to study 
at the Royal College of Music, London, where he 
studied oboe with John Anderson, 
Christopher Cowie and David Theodore; and 
conducting with Neil Thomson and Richard 
Dickins.   
  

   

Christopher became the Musical Director of the Imperial College String 
Ensemble in 2003, where he remained until 2007 and now works as assistant 
conductor for the Kensington Philharmonic Orchestra, the Farnborough 
Symphony Orchestra, and the Sussex Symphony Orchestra.  In 2007 he took 
up the role of Musical Director of the Pelly Concert Orchestra, and in January 
2010 assumed the role of Musical Director of the Grosvenor Light Operatic 
Company.  In 2011 Christopher beat significant competition to become Musical 
Director of the London Gay Symphony Orchestra, and has recently been 
invited to guest conduct the Redhill Sinfonia for a concert in March 2012. 
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Brenda Kegel 
     

For many years Brenda has worked with the Pelly Concert Orchestra. She has 
seen several Musical Directors pass through our doors, having worked as our 
Librarian for ten years, retiring from this post in 2008. Since then she has 
however, continued as our Front of House Manager, a role she fulfilled while 
she was also Librarian. It is with heart felt thanks and appreciation for all her 
dedication to and hard work for the orchestra that we see her take up her 
Patron seat and wish her well in her full time ‘Pelly retirement’. 

 
Programme design – Jo Wood   Programme cover design – Alistair Richards 

 

 

1st Violins 
Amanda Lake 
Jinny Gribble 
Rachel Haver 
Carole Kaldor 
Albert Phang 
Janet Shelley 

Lynne Thomson 

2nd Violins 
Lesley Lemon 
John Beckett 
Leon Crampin 

Sue Gillis 
Michael McConnell 

Miku Pancoast 
Paul Richards 

Violas 
Ed Shelton 

Gareth Hamill 
Tracey Milne 
Emily Myles 
Tony Smith 

 

 

Cellos 
Lynda Trice 

Linda Forsyth 
Margaret Houston 

Martin Heath 
Clive Jackson 

 
Double Basses 
Lorraine Collins 
Michael Atkinson 

David Barnes 

Flutes/Piccolo 
Elaine Herbert 
Barbara Sykes 

 
Oboes/Cor Anglais 

Barry Collisson 
Katy Warren 

Clarinets 
Andrew Norris 
Joanna Wood 

Bassoons 
Paula Burton 
Karen Carter 

 
 

French Horns 
Peter Kaldor 
Tim Jones 
Sally Myles 

Mary-Beth Sherwood 
 

Trumpets 
Hannah Mitchell 
Alistair Richards 
Vicky Turnbull 

 
Trombones 
Keith Maxwell 
Paul Dodge 

Paul Goodwin 
 

Tuba 
Chris Cosens 

 
Percussion 

Jonathan Pain 
Nigel Shipway 

 
Piano 

Linda Tan 
 

Harp 
Tamsin Jolly 
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Notice of Change to Ticket Pricing 
   

Our current ticket prices are: 

• Adults £10 

• Concessions £8 

• Children under 16 £5 

From March 2012 (our next concert), tickets bought in advance will remain at 

the same price. 

 

Tickets bought on the door will be priced at: 

• Adults £12 

• Concessions £10 

• Children under 16 £5 

Playday 

Our annual Play Day will take place on Sunday 26th February 2012 at 
Farnborough Hill.  This is an opportunity for the orchestra to rehearse a large 
work over the course of a whole day.  It is a wonderful chance to play together 
in a relaxed atmosphere and to develop our musical skills.  We warmly 
welcome local orchestral players who would like to join us for the day.   

Forthcoming Concerts 
   

Across the Channel  - 31 March 2012 – High Cross Church, Camberley 
With guest conductor, Oliver-John Ruthven 
An evening of popular French and English music and composers. In the first 
half, Chabrier’s Espagna, Satie’s Gymnopedie, Meditation from Thais featuring 
our leader Amanda Lake, excerpts from Bizet’s L’Arlesienne Suites and more.  
In the second half, Farnon’s Westminster Waltz, Elgar’s Chanson de Matin, 
Vaughan Williams’ Folk Song Suite, Delius’ Walk to the Paradise Garden and 
music by Eric Coates and Malcolm Arnold. 
 
Proms Concert - 14 July 2012 – Church on 
the Heath Traditional Proms favourites plus a 
Diamond Jubilee theme including Walton’s Crown 
Imperial March, Coates’ Three Elizabeths Suite 
featured in the 1960s TV epic Forsyte Saga, 
Handel’s Fireworks Music and Olympian surprises.  
We also look forward to performing 
Tchaikovsky’sAndante Cantabile and Pezzo 
Capriccio with Jonathan Ayling, our guest cello 
soloist. 
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We three Kings of Orient are 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar 
Field and fountain, moor and 
mountain, following yonder star. 
O Star of wonder, star of night, 
Star with royal beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still 
proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect light. 
 
Born a King on Bethlehem plain, 
Gold I bring, to crown him again,  
King forever, ceasing never, 
Over us all to reign. 
 
Frankincense to offer have I,  
Incense owns a Deity nigh. 
Prayer and praising, all are raising, 
Worship him, God most high. 
 
Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume 
Breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
Sealed in a stone-cold tomb. 
 
Glorious now behold him arise, 
King and God and sacrifice,  
‘Alleluia, alleluia!’ 
Earth to heaven replies. 
 
 
 
The first Nowell the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in 
fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay keeping 
their     sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so 
deep. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
Born is the King of Israel! 
 
  

 
 
They looked up and saw a star, 
Shining in the east, beyond them far, 
And to the earth it gave great light, 
And so it continued both day and night. 
 
Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 
That hath made heaven and earth of 
nought, 
And with his blood mankind hath bought. 
 
 
 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
Glory to the new-born King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled: 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim: 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem’,  
Hark, the herald angels sing, 
Glory to the new-born King 
 
Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord,  
Late in time behold him come,  
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
Hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel, 
 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, born to 
raise the sons of earth, born to give 
them second birth, 
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Patrons & Friends 

 
We are very grateful to all our patrons and friends who help to support the 
orchestra: 
 
Patrons: 
 
Mr J and Mrs L Allan 
Mr P and Mrs J Ashford 
Mr K Baker 
Mr J and Mrs J Cowley 
Mr M and Mrs B Cox 
Miss G Daley 
Mr C and Mrs J Emmins 
Mr P Haver 
Mr R and Mrs B Hicks 
Miss D Houghton 
Mrs L Jackson 
Mrs B Kegel - life member 
 

Mr L and Mrs M Mayhew 
Mr B and Mrs S Nathan 
Mr R and Mrs A Neave 
Mr K and Mrs J Over 
Mr and Mrs G Pollen - life members 
Mr D and Mrs S Powell 
Mrs G Rose 
Mr D Shepperson and Mrs L Taylor 
Mr P and Mrs W Smith 
Mrs B Thomas 
Mr E and Mrs J Wacey 
Mr B and Mrs J Young 

 
 
Friends: Mr M and Mrs J O’Dell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Orchestra’s Patron Scheme has been expanded and with effect from 
September 2011, we will be offering a two-tier system as detailed below. 
 
Patron: for a minimum of £40 per annum a Patron will be entitled to: 

• Advance notice of forthcoming concerts 
• A champagne reception before the first concert of the season 
• A ticket for each of the four scheduled concerts in the season with a reserved 

seat for the subscriber 
• Their name in each programme as a ‘Patron’ of the orchestra 
 

Junior Patron (children under 16): as above, for a minimum of £20 per annum  
 
Friend: for a minimum of £30 per annum a Friend will be entitled to 

• Advance notice of forthcoming concerts 
• A champagne reception before the first concert of the season 
• A ticket for each of the four scheduled concerts in the season (no reserved 

seat) 
• Their name in each programme as a ‘Friend’ of the orchestra 

 
For more information or to become a Patron or Friend, please contact Sue 
Gillis (Second Violin) by email on: scgillis@hotmail.co.uk. 
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